Setting the Time on a Cisco Router
By Don R. Crawley, CCNA Security, Linux+
Set the router’s time with this privileged EXEC command:
router#clock set [hh :mm:ss] [day of the month] [month]
[year]
(Some routers use the calendar command instead of the clock command.)
You can also configure your timezone and daylight savings time using the global
configuration mode command clock.
In order to use the timezone command, you’ll need to know your offset from Greenwich
Mean Time. Visit http://www.greenwichmeantime.com/ for particulars. To configure
your router to synchronize its time with with an Internet time server running the Network
Time Protocol (NTP), use this global configuration mode command:
router(config)#ntp server [ip address host name]
Obviously, if you choose to configure NTP with a hostname, you must also configure
your router with some means of resolving hostnames to IP addresses such as a name
server or a host file. Some lower-end routers don’t support the NTP command. If your
router doesn’t accept it, try the same syntax, but substitute SNTP (Simple Network Time
Protocol) for NTP. You can find a listing of public NTP servers by searching online for
“NTP servers”.
Learn more about configuring a Cisco router in our Cisco router training seminars. The 2day Cisco router fundamentals seminar is great for those who are new to routers.
Complete details are available online or call 206.988.5858 and enroll today.
For info about configuring time on a Linux or a Windows computer, visit the
soundtraining.net Knowledge Base.
soundtraining.net
Accelerated, task-based training for IT pros
On the web: www.soundtraining.net
On the phone: (206) 988-5858
© 2010, soundtraining.net. Content may be reprinted and/or distributed as long as this document remains
unaltered and soundtraining.net, any named author, and www.soundtraining.net are credited as the source.

PO Box 48094 Seattle, WA 98148-0094 206.988.5858
Online: www.soundtraining.net

Page | 1

